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Creating the vision... 
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Much thought was given about how Black Youth Leadership Project (BYLP) has been able to  
maintain its unique program these past 13 years. It’s both inspiring and humbling to discover that 
BYLP dramatically impacts a diverse group of not only students but adults as well.  
 
Reflecting back on 2011, I am reminded and amazed at the level of support that people have 
shown. BYLP’s accomplishments were made possible with the added support of (1) Elected  
Officials:  CA Insurance Commissioner Dave Jones, Secretary of State Debra Bowen, President Pro 
Temp Senator Darrell Steinberg, (2) Corporate Partners:  SEIU Local 1000, PHRMA and PG&E to 
name a few, (3) Capitol Community Volunteers  and (4) Individual Community Partners:  Petri 
Hawkins-Byrd from Judge Judy, Mikendra McCoy (Clovis East High School) and Hall of Fame  
Forensics Coach, Reed Niemi (Delta Charter High School) and more. 
 
In a single year, BYLP made Capitol history by utilizing BOTH houses (Senate & Assembly Floors) 
of the State Legislature due to record attendance & volunteerism of its Legislative Open House and 
evolved a previous BYLP concept into the 1st Annual Capitol Forensics Invitational - meant to  
increase depressed participation of African American youth in forensics (i.e. speech & debate). 
BYLP also unveiled a new youthful brand image, enhanced website for students and partners,  
increased high school campus and general statewide presence including availability via Skype,  
initiated its social media campaign and re-connected with BYLP alumnus.  
 
Although 2011 was a successful year for BYLP, there is still work to be done – both from a  
preventive standpoint as well as an improvement standpoint; if an organization is not improving 
while moving forward, it’s falling behind. BYLP wants to develop additional programming so that 
students can interact with BYLP more than just twice a year and continually develop a stronger 
presence to support California’s school districts. 
 
I would like to personally thank each Elected Official for their unwavering support, BYLP’s Corporate 
Partners, Capitol Community Volunteers, and Individual Community Partners for their outstanding 
contributions to BYLP. All of the work that has been done, has been as a result of hard work and  
relationships with BOTH the Senate and Assembly Floor staff as well as the support of the Board of 
Directors’ various offices, as we all volunteer to develop and provide BYLP for California's youth.  
 
On behalf of BYLP students, past, present and future, whose lives you have and will change  
forever—THANK YOU, for all you will continue to do to help create the vision. 
 
Deepest Appreciation, 

 
 
 
 
 

Lorreen R. Pryor 
President 
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“There is a great deal of work to do 
and it calls for sacrifice and  
determination on the part of those who 
are leading, and if men believe that 
money should be the only consideration 
for leadership, then there can be no 
successful achievement.”  
 
*��	�+,-�!	��
.�

“Public service, my son, must always 
be done by somebody… if wise men 
decline it, others will not; if honest men 
refuse it, others will not.” 
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